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EDITOR’S NOTE

I HAVE great pleasure in offering my sincere thanks
to the following gentlemen wno were pleased to
lend me the use of their manuscripts of the Nala
Caritra Nataka in the preparation of this edition.

1. Professor S. Kuppuswamy Sastri, Curator,
Government Oriental Manuscripts’
Library, Madras.

2. M.R.Ry. A. Mahadeva Sastri, Director,
Adyar Library.

3. M R Ry. Subrahmanya Sastri of Tanjore.

4., M.RRy, Kasi Viswanatha Sastri, Vya-
karana Siromani, Madras.

It is a pity that the work was available only as
far as the middle of the Sixth Act. I shall deem
it a great favour if any dentleman 1n possession of
the unpublished portion of this work condescends
to send me his manuscript so as to enable me to
supplement this edition by publishing the remaining
portion as well.

C. SANKARARAMA SASTRE






NILAKANTHA DIKSITA

IN A.D. 1553 Appayya Diksita, the Great South
Indian Reformer and Philosopher, the reputed
author of more than hundred works traversing all
branches of knowledge, was born in the village of
Adayappalam near Arni in South Arcot District,
Madras. Nilakantha Diksita, the Art-Critic of the
Renaissance period of Classical Sanskrit was born
about the year A.D. 1613 as the second son of
Narayana Diksita, son of Accan Diksita, the younger
brother of the Renowned Appayya Diksita.

Of Nilakantha Diksita’s birth and parentage, we
have reliable information from his own works as
well as from the Accénd;kbjltendravamsévah, com-
posed by Viraraghava Kavi, a scion of Nilakantha'’s
family.

Regarding Nilakantha's carly life and activities,
we have some scanty information supplied to us by
Sivanandayogindra in his epilogue to his edition of
Nilakantha’s Sivotkarsamanjari printed in Benares.

He says:
swgragasatiRmazaad . darafear -
faenz: diderzifen agEanfis i qammda
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TERA  AiAERIARE IR ATAEEgeE aftaef
fageaErf memely #dv wAal FEe Rt
frafafETan: fafEma aft saeEeefasem
IRATISTEAG AT 373971 2 AEgA: 5aed |

REfzgraEEaT: FratowEmaEE |
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FATARA A A 2 F S AT A AR A -
PIENHEAAAAAZTE ThEsieated aagaE
g Age . AIARLAAaE 29 9T Srfagraaeafa-
quIfaRi=ed A7 1ER/FAPA32T% =34 qaed qif-
IEAZAAEAN WA A I AL TR AT -
Ffdlr fAwa g9 va 91 amEEE faegeE
FragsaTaA |

oA fmsE g |
Aqrazed fud Jen qaEa wgzmad, (|
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[ itis clear—and this agrees with the extant tradi-
tion—that Nilakantha must have been a young lad
of twelve when his grandfather Appayya Diksita
showered his choicest blessings on him at Chidam-
baram just before his demise The death of his
grandfather must have forced Nilakantha to look
out for shaping his future in other and more advan-
tageous places. And that is why, we find him
hound southwards to Madura with his mother,
even at that early age.

In due course, he gained great proficiency in
all the Sastras including statecraft. After serving
the Madura Nayaks for thirty-five years in various
capacities as Regent, Advisor and Prime Minister,
he seems to have grown disgusted, towards the
end of that period, with his Sovereign’s whimsicali-
ties to such a degree that he decided to lay down
his office in quest of retirement and peace. From
his Sovereign, he obtained a [ree gift of the village
of Palamadai on the left bank of the Tamraparni
River in the Tinnevelly District and spent
the evening of his life in devout meditation
which finally led him on to renounce the worldly
life and become a real Sanyisin. He must have
lived to a ripe old age. His tomb may even
now be seen within the precincts of the local

temple.
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As a Poet and Art-Critic, Nilakantha Diksita
stands supreme among the galaxy of South Indian
Sanskrit Writers of eminence. His works are
many and varied in subject and diction. Through-
out, he exhibits the masterhand which can wield the
pen fluently, elegantly and at the same time with
overflowing humour and pregnant suggestiveness.

Nilakantha wrote his Nilakanthavijayacampi in
Kali 4735 or A.D. 1637. This 1s probably his earliest
work. His major works are two Mahakavyas,
Sivalilarnava in 22 cantos and Gangavatarana in 8
cantos. Among his other works Sivotkarsamanjari,
Kalividambanam, Sabharanjanasatakam, Santi-
vilasa, Varagyasatakam, .-’_Xnandaségarastdva and
Anyapadesasatakam have already been published.

His Nalacaritanataka, a drama in six acts is now
published for the first time. This charmig hittle
drama is so full of exquisite dramatic action and
inspiring poetry that it needs no apology for its
publication. In style, the work 1s so fluent and
easy that 1t can well serve as an excellent introduc-
tion for beginners m the field of Sanskrit Drama.
Nilakantha Diksita thus tersely puts his reason for

the choice of the plot:
“ F1e FAGTAT 31 FlAATIEI |
F41 41 fAmazer w1 famadt )
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10ne easily hears the ring of Bhavabhiiti in such a
1 dogmatic assertion. It is a pity that all the avail-
> able manuscripts abruptly stop about the middle of
“the sixth act. One rescension states that Nila-
* kantha Diksita wrote only so far as the printed
I portion goes and adds that the author left it off at
» that stage with a detinite ain in view, to wit, that
it may be filled up by that writer who may com-
plete the Mahaviracarita of Bhavabhati. With
. reference to this allusion to Bhavabhuui, it is worth
while to mention that Bhavabhtt’s M ihaviracarita
was first published in Bombay with the latter
portions composed by the learncd editor of the same
and that, at a later date, the publishers republished
the Mahaviracarita with Bhavabhati’s own text
which came to light later on.

Another rescension of the Nalacarita MS,
informs us that the scribe Viraraghava Kavi who
lived in the latter half of the last century, com-
pleted the Nalacarita in excellent style, in full, in
conformity with the original author’s plan. But
we have not so far been fortunate enough to get
at this completed version. Time and further re-
searches alone will have to decide whether the
Drama was ever a completed whole.

We cannot better bring to a close our note on
Nilakantha Diksita than by subscribing whole-
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heartedly to the following just estimate of Nila-
kantha’s poetry expressed by Professor S. Kuppu-
swami Sastri.
~¢ guAT FIfATERT AR |
afza: azarfecd Aty afq = qom ||
g wafd A QO & a4 |
fegozer axrf: a1 gE-IFRaTfa ||
P. P. S. SASTRI, B.A. (OXoN),

MANORAMA‘I M.A. (MaDras), M.R.A.S,,
Kodaikanal - Syperintendent of Sanshiit Schools
15-5-1925. aint Colleges, Madras.

Pivasi—y mnted ot fle Vasanta Press, Adyar,
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